Two individuals of Varied Tit which looked like Parus varius varius. the in the Izu Islands in the winter of 1996-1997. Following capture and examination of their plumage and body dimensions, they were confirmed to be P. v. varius. These birds spent the 1996-1997 winter in the broad-leaved evergreen forest of the southern region of Miyake-jima Island, before migrating elsewhere in April, 1997. This is the first record of the subspecies P. v. varius within the geographical range of P. v. owstoni.
The Varied Tit, Parus varius, is distributed to Japan and its close vicinity including Southern Kurile Islands, Northeast China, North Korea, South Korea and Taiwan. This species is divided into nine subspecies based on plumage and body size (Harrap & Quinn 1996 , Ornithological Society of Japan 2000 .
In the main islands of Japan, one of the subspecies, Parus varius varius, is widely distributed. In the Izu Islands, south of central Honshu, the largest main island, there are two endemic subspecies. One is P. v. namiyei, which is distributed on To-shima, Nii-jima and Kozu-shima of the northern Izu Islands. P. v. owstoni is resident on Miyake-jima, Mikura-jima and Hachijo-jima of the southern Izu Islands. P. v. owstoni is the largest in body size among the nine subspecies, and is darker and more rufous than P. v. varius and P, v, namiyei. P. v. namiyei is intermediate in plumage and body size between P. v. varius and P. v. owstoni (Kiyosu 1978 , Harrap & Quinn 1996 .
During the winter of 1996-1997, we observed two individuals which looked like the captured them, examined their plumage and body size, and concluded that they are P. v. varius. We report here the result of our field observations and measurements of the birds. The first individual (Bird 1) was observed by Tetsuji Hidaka and later by Yamamoto at the feeding station of the Miyake-jima Wild Bird Park in the morning of November 4, 1996. The Miyake-jima Wild Bird Park, at the southern side of Miyake-jima Island, is about 10 hectares in size and is mainly covered with broad-leaved evergreen forest This individual was caught with a mist net at the same point on November 7, 1996. This bird had the same plumage as P. v. varius, i. e., the forehead and cheek patches were pale buff, the crown, nape and throat were black, the chest and underpart were rusty, the wing and tail were gray (Fig. 1) . P. v. owstoni has very dark plumage overall, and obviously distinct from P. v. varius, distinguished by its rufous forehead, cheek patches, chest and underpart. The color of forehead and cheek patches of this bird were pale buff and more whitish than P. v. namiyei. So, it seemed that it was P, v. varius from its plumage. The age of the captured bird was judged to be a juvenile based on its skull, which was pinkish, but the sex was unknown.
A few days later, we were aware of the existence of another bird (Bird 2) with the same plumage as P. v. varius and Bird 1. This individual was captured with a mist net on February 10, 1997. The bird was judged to be an adult based on its skull ossification, but the sex was unknown. The two birds spent the 1996-1997 winter in the broad-leaved evergreen forest around the Wild Bird Park. They also used another feeding place in the garden of a tourist resort 300 m from the Wild Bird Park. Our last observation of these birds was on April 19, 1997.
The body weight of these captured birds was much smaller in relation to the wing length than P. v. owstoni, near to small individuals of P. v. namiyei, and in average of P. v. varius (Fig. 2 & Table 1 ). Captured birds were also much smaller in culmen length, bill depth and tarsus length than P. v. owstoni (Table 1) . It is concluded from their plumage and body size that these individuals are P. v. varius. This is the first record of the subspecies from within the range of P. v. owstoni.
We do not know the origin of the two individuals of P. v. varius. Miyake-jima Island 
